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Minutes of the December 16, 2020 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

JCARR Rules Review Committee 

 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s JCARR Rules Review 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
To protect the health and safety of all citizens of the state of Ohio during the ongoing declared 
pandemic and global health emergency related to COVID-19, meetings of a public body may be 
conducted by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic 
technology in place of in-person meetings until further notice.  The ability to conduct meetings 
in such manner was enacted by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 
197 in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s declared emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D 
on March 9, 2020.  In November 2020, Ohio legislators passed House Bill 404 including a 
provision to extend the emergency use of conducting meetings of a public body to July 1, 2021. 
   
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Nurre 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson Edward C. Nurre, Jr. called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  Executive Director of 
the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members 
were in attendance of the meeting: 

 
Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Jon W. Rettig, Sr., Adriana Sfalcin, William C. Wappner 
 
Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 
meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Cathy Elkins of Funeral 
Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio; Jack Lechner, Jr., and Elizabeth Williams of Cincinnati 
College of Mortuary Science; Melissa Sullivan and Diana Carpenter of Ohio Funeral Directors 
Association; and Dalene Paull and Lauren Thomas of the International Conference of Funeral 
Service Examining Boards. 
 
Also, in attendance were Board Members Amanda E. Crates, George Horne and Thomas Taneff, 
Board Counselor Christie Limbert, and Board Office Staff Member Kim Bourk. 
 
Mr. Nurre welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
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Mr. Nurre asked the committee members if all had opportunity to review the November 18, 2020 JCARR Rules 
Review Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members responded that they had. 
 
William Wappner moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
November 18, 2020 JCARR Rules Review Committee Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Adriana Sfalcin.  Mr. Nurre asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none.  All committee members voted 
“YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
Jon Rettig asked for an update on the rules package regarding amendments to the rule included removal of 
requirements for continuing education program providers to include question sets with answers and tests for 
webinar courses.  
 
Jarrod Williams responded to Mr. Rettig stating that the Board’s rule package for amendments to 4717-9-05 was 
included in the December 07, 2020 regular meeting of the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review.  The 
committee did not find an issue with the submission and did not invalidate the amendments.  Mr. Williams went 
on to say that the committee still has jurisdiction of the rule package until January 22, 2021 and the Board is not 
able to final file the amended rules until after this date.  The rule’s effective date is estimated to be as early as 
February 3, 2021. 
 
Mr. Nurre asked the committee members if there were any questions about the rule package.  There were none. 
 
William Wappner announced that in the future the committee will need to review and amend language included 
in Section 4717-9-03 (B) of the Ohio Administrative Code regarding the continuing education audit.  Mr. Wappner 
suggested the wording “following a compliance period” replace “during a renewal period” in the first sentence of 
the section. 
 
Board Counselor Christie Limbert reminded that recent passage of Ohio House Bill 404 extended the expiration 
date of all the Board’s licenses to July 1, 2021.  She added this in effect extends the renewal period until July 1, 
2021.  
 
Mr. Nurre asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 
 
Jon Rettig moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Adriana Sfalcin.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 4/0. 
 
December 16, 2020 meeting of the JCARR Rules Review Committee adjourned at 10:14 a.m. 

 

 


